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PREFACE

Orissa had no press until the first half of the nine-
teenth century, Still -she had, in the preceeding ages, her
own improvised means of communicating news and giving
publicity to ideas, and the several Pillars and inscriptions
bear testimony to it, evenin those days of poor communi-
cation, itis said, a hand written vernacular paper in Criya
was prepared by one Sadhu Sundar Das under the caption
‘Kujibar Patra’ towards the first half of the last century, The
same appeared in 1826 from ‘Salgaon’ a small village near
Cuttack,

Orissa saw her first press in 1837 when the Christian
Missionaries installed the same at Cuttack for the purpose
of printing and publishing their own religious literatures,
and tracts and the first vernacular journal ‘Jnanarun’in
Oriya was published by them in 1849 from Cuttack under
the editorship of Rev C. Lecey. Thus the Christian Mission-
aries were the pioneers in the Publication of early Oriya
periodical whereas the first and the foremost Oriya weekly
newspaper ‘Utkal Dipika’ ( August 1866 ) emerged in the
wake of the great devastating famine in Orissa of 1866
from the Cuttack printing company press and its founder
editor was then Sri Gouri Shankar Roy. Utkal Dipika is
considered as the earliest weekly newspaper of great national
importance in Qrissa and it proved in no time to be the
most powerful forum of public life aiming at socio-economic,
educational and political awakening in Orissa. Since then there
have appeared from time to time a large number of Periodi-
cals and journals pertaining to various aspects of main-
stream of national life in Orissa during the fourth quarter
of the last century, While those earlier newspapers and
periodicals confined themselves mainly to social-economic,
and educational matters, the tone and temperament of
newspapers completely changed from the beginning of the
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present century when they reflected a keen, patriotic
and critical spirit on political issues like amalgamation of
Oriya speaking tracts into a separate province. Further, all
such newspapers appearing one after another in different

parts of Orissa, inspired the people by their writing both
in social and political dimension.
The period between 1866 to 1903 witnessed the

slow emergence of national and social forces ip Orissa and
the following decades marked the different phases of its
vigorous development, and in this process of consolidation
and determination. All the educational and social move-
ment in Orissa in the first half of the present century have
been spearheaded by powerful periodicals and newspapers
Iike ‘Sambalpur Hiteishini,” Utkal sahitya, ‘Mukur,’‘Satyabadi,’
‘Sahakar,’ ‘Nabavarata,” ‘Dagar,” ‘Adhunik,” ‘Jhankar,’
‘Nabajiban,” and ‘Samaj,” ‘Asha,’ ‘Prajatantra,’*Matrubhumi,’
‘Swarajya,” ‘Ganatantra,’ ‘Kalinga,’ ‘Dharitri,’ respectively,
These are regarded as the instruments of communicating
the ideas of progress and national awakening in Orissa.
Much of the progress, in the form of opening of railways

establishment of schools and colleges, formation of Cultural
Associations, and in building up an economic intrastructure

in Crissa was based on the demands ventilated by the
penodicals then and now. By the end of 19th century the
social and educational changes were quite noticeable.
There have been great patriotic newspapers and great

personalities in Qrissa.
In this context, a study of Qrissa in its phenomenal

growth and progress during the last one hundred years
requires a detailed research in the old as well as present

day jqurnals, new:papers and periodicals and the present
work is such an attempt in that direction. Besides, providing

an analysis of news of public interest published in the old



journals in Oriya, a bibliography of Oriya journals of the last
one hundred years is also appended. The role of the press
in a backward region particularly in Crissa, is important,
and this study examines the way in which the socio-
economic and cultura} changes have been engireered and
promoted by the press.

In this connection, | am grateful to the University
Grants Commission for baving sanctioned financial assis-
tance for such a comprehensive study of Oriya periodicals
and its relevant role in the development of Orissa
sirce 1866.

25th December, 1978
JYOTIVIHAR G. C, Mishra
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